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. En LAS T was with ſome Pleaſure and Impa- 
8 DEES 4D tience I firſt expected the Appearance 
- i S of the Life of the Duke of Argyle, 
NONE oY as I flatter'd myſelf that the Publick 

would be inform'd of ſeveral Particu- 
lars of which they were before ignorant, and that 
many Paſſages in that noble Peer's Life would be 
cleared up, to the Satisfaction of thoſe who wiſhed 
well to a Character ſo univerſally eſteemed. 

But I own myſelf not a little diſappointed in my 
Expectations from your Performance. You have 
indeed given us the Life and Tranſactions of the 
Duke of Argyle; but you have confined yourſelf 
only to thoſe that were of a publick Nature, with- 
out vouchſafing to give us any Light into his pri- 
vate Lite, at leaſt fo little, that our Curioſity i 15 no 
ways ſatisfied in that Particular. 

You are pleaſed to acknowledge this yourſelf to- 
wards the Concluſion, and to apologize for it, by 


laying, 
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ſaying, That theſe trifling Circumſtances of his pri- 
vate Life were not of Significancy enough, to tempt 
you to break off the Thread of the more important 
Tranſactions of his publick Life. But you will par- 


don me, Sir, if I think this Excuſe is trifling with 


your Readers, and indulging your own Lazineſs at 
the Expence of their Curioſity ; for as it's laid down 
as a Rule for writing Hiſtories of this kind, that 


every the moſt minute Circumſtance relating to the 


Perſon whoſe Hiſtory you write, ought to be faith- 
fully narrated, the Publick have a Right to expect 


it of you; and you are obliged to find out proper 


Places to inſert ſuch Tranſactions, without inter- 


rupting what you call the important Part of the 


Character. : 
Some of theſe private Circumſtances are abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, to make the Publick acquainted with 


the Perſon you treat of, and in a great meaſure gives 


Light to Matters of greater Moment; fince by 
them they know the general Bent of his Mind, the 
Paſſions that are uppermoſt and govern the Man, 
and conſtitutes a Difference betwixt him and other 
Men. | x 
But it would appear you had ſomething elſe in 
your View, than giving us the real Life of the Duke 
of Argyle, and therefore choſe only that Part of his 
Character which ſuited your private Ends. 
You was reſolved, at firſt ſetting out, to make him 
a Hero; and would admit of nothing that would 
leſſen that Notion, which you either had conceived 
yourſelf, or had a mind to impreſs the Publick with. 
In this, it is my Opinion, you have over-ſhot the 
Mark; and by making him greater than he really 
was, you make ſome People ſuſpect whether he had 
any Title at all to that great Character you have 
given him. 1 | 
Ihe 


199 

The late Duke of Argyle was, without doubt, a 
great Man, and an Ornament to his Country ; but 
chen, I hope, there is none ſo infatuated, as to be- 
lieve themſelves, or ſo vain as to attempt to per- 


ſuade others, that he was altogether impeccable and 


infallible, as you have drawn him. It would in- 
deed be God-like to be Duke of Argyle, according 
to your Plan; but it is infinitely more like a Man 
to be as he was, to have his Failing, his Paſſions, 
and his Foibles, 

A Letter of this kind will not admit of my be- 
ing very particular; but I would only hint to you, 
that the late Duke of Argyle changed Sides as often 
as moſt Men, almoſt as often as there were Changes 
in the Miniſtry ; and at ſome times eſpouſed as warm- 
ly Meaſures which he at other times condemned. 


It might, I own, be upon different Conviction. 
Perhaps his Grace might not always be of the ſame 


Temperament of Mind ; and this might occaſion 
that Difference in Opinion which we find in ſome of 
his publick Speeches, which you have in ſome mea- 
ſure ſuppreſſed. I ſay, that might be the Cauſe ; 


and he might till be directed in his Actions by 


what he thought the apparent Good of his Country. 
But when theſe Changes of Mind happen at parti- 


cular Periods, and are attended with intereſting Cir- 


bare Aſſertion to convince the ill-natur'd Part of 


cumſtances, a to om be ſomething more than a 


Mankind, that private Motives have notWeight with 
us in theſe Events. 

You yourſelf has been aware of this, when you 
was not fatisfied to leave the Publick at Liberty to 
judge by Courteſy of his Behaviour on the Peerage- 
Bill. You have endeavoured to eſtabliſh that Mea- 
ſure, tho? a Miniſterial one, as calculated for the 
Good of the Country, I cannot altogether deny 
the Force of your Reaſoning upon that Head ; N 

ſti 
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fill it will not conclude for the Duke, for there are 


ſtill theſe ill- natur' d Queries, How comes it about, 
that juſt at that Period, the Miniſters ſhould think 
of two good Things at once, to limit the Number 
of Peers, and beſtow a great many lucrative Em- 


ployments upon the Duke? And that they who had 


been Fools from the Day of his Diſgrace, ſhould 
all of a ſudden become Wiſe 3 and, what was the 
greater Miracle, continue 10 from that Day till 


Porteous's Seſſion of Parliament ? How theſe Things 


happen'd fo critically will require ſome Explanation, 

You have attempted to account for a Chaſm that 
appears to be in the Patriot Era of the Duke's 
Life; that is, from the Time of the Peerage-Bill, 
till he appears in Defence of the Gates and Guards 

of Edinburgh. You pretend to ſay, that he op- 
poſed in private, that is, I ſuppoſe, at the Council- 
Table, all the Meaſures which he diſliked ; tho? he 
thought theſe Meaſures were not ſuch as the Liber- 
ties of the People were ſo much concern'd in, as 
would oblige him to make a Difference with his 
Majeſty's Miniſters: But you forget that the famous 
Exciſe-Bill was cook'd up within that Period; and 
that many of thoſe, who were called by ſome his 
Creatures, voted for it, and made their Fortunes 
that Way. I hope, Sir, you don't account this one 
of your Trifles which was to be given up, out of 
Complaiſance to the Peace and Unanimity of the 
Miniſtry, 

His Behaviour in the Affair of Captain Porteaus, 
which is the firſt of his Patriot Behaviour, after a 
Lethargy of above a Dozen Years, was, no Doubt, 
for your Purpoſe ; but in that he was not ſingular, 


Numbers of both Houſes, who, like him, had voted 


in all the Meaſures of the Miniſtry, appeared againſt 
that Bill, as it was at firſt projected: yet we never 
find that they were much arne by the Gen- 


tlemen 


— 
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tlemen of the Oppoſition on that Account; ſince its 
well known, that there was a Toleration from the 
Miniſtry for that Behaviour, at that particular Junc- 
ture; which is a kind of Policy thoſe verſant in the 
Secrets of Parliamentary Tranſactions know, to be, 
by no Means uncommon. 

About this Time, indeed, a kind of perſonal Pique 


aroſe between the Miniſter and his Grace, which 
ſome ill-natur*d People are apt to miſtake for the 
Motive of all the ſucceeding Oppoſition which was 


given from that Quarter; and Numbers ſcruple not 
to fay, had it been poſſible to gratify the Ambition, 
.or bear with the Pride of that Peer, that. he had 
died as much a Friend of the Orfard Miniſtry, as 
he ever lived. 

When you are about to finiſh that Part of the 
Union which related to Scotland, you acknowledge 
it the moſt unpopular Part of the Duke's Character; 
but adds, that every Perſon muſt ſee, that he was 
guided in all his Actions relating to it, by what he 
thought the apparent Good of his Country. Be it 
ſo as you would have it; but you muſt own, he 
had very ſtrange Notions of the Good of his Coun- 
try, when in one of his Speeches againſt receiving 
Petitions from Boroughs and Counties againſt the 
Articles of the Union, he ſays, HE pots noT 
< KNOW ANY THING THEY WERE GOOD FOR, 
„ EXCEPT TO MAKE KITES FOR CHILDREN.” 
This is a ſtrange Expreſſion from the Champion of 
Liberty, which he would, on ſome other Occaſion, 
have reſented from any other Man's Mouth. Bur 
this Paſſage you paſs over in Silence, as it would 
puzzle you to reconcile it with the reſt of his Pa- 
triot-Condut: And you have likewiſe paſſed over 
in Silence, how near he was to have turn'd Tail to 
the Union, and all its Promoters, upon no greater 
Provocation, than being diſappointed, in the No- 
mination, of Duke Hamilton, to be one of the 
: B Com- 


(10) 


Commiſſioners. This ſhews, that Paſſion ſome- 
times got the better of that great Man. For the 
Truth of both theſe Facts, I refer you to your Ac- 
quaintance, the Author of the Memoirs of Scotland 
a Perſon, whoſe Authority you cannot in any Mo- 
deſty diſpute, fince you have frequently quoted him 
for the Characters of Men of as great Rank as 
your favourite Duke. 4 

You are pleaſed to ſay, that when he was laſt 
turned out, that he did not enter into the Cabals of 
the Oppoſition, or liſt himſelf a Party in their Mea- 
ſures ; but you muſt certainly be miſtaken, ſince it's 
publickly known that he was at all their Meetings, 
(eſpecially at the Fountain-Tavern) and aſſiſted with 
his Council as much as any Man did. As to Par- 
liamenteering, that was below his Character indeed 

but it's no Secret, that he made as much Intereſt 
that way, as his Station would permit, by the Inter- 
vention of his Creatures, both in England and Scot- 
land. That he was bubbled is true; and if there 
had not been a Mixture of Paſſion and Reſentment 
then prevailing in his Temper, a Man of his Grace's 
Penetration, could not but have foreſeen, that nothing 
but Deceit could be expected from thoſe he then 
put his Truſt and Confidence in. 

His Enemies have charged him with Pride, and 
you have taken very little Pains to undeceive them, 
except by barely aſſerting the contrary. Whatever 
Opinion thoſe who know you may entertain of your 
Judgment, yet you cannot take it amiſs, that the 
Publick i in general, who muſt be ſuppoſed Strangers 
to you, ſhould require ſome better Authority than 
your ipſe dixit, to perſuade them out of a Notion 
which prevailed pretty univerſally, even amongſt 
thoſe who vaJued the Duke upon his great Abilities 
_ eſpecially ſince his laſt Reſignation ſavour'd ſo much 
of that Paſſion : for to what elſe could that Event 
be aſcribed, ſince he had no other Reaſon to com- 


plain 
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(1) 
plain of the then Miniſtry, (let them be as bad as 
you pleaſe) but that they would not allow him to 
diſpoſe of every thing according to that Plan which 
he had preſcribed himſelf, His forbearing Spirit, 
which he had exerciſed for a dozen Years together, 
had now quite forſaken him; and for the ſake of 
the Preferment of a few private Perſons, whereon 
the Liberty or Intereſt of the People no way de- 
pended, he made Shipwreck of all his moderate 
Sentiments; and becauſe he would not be allowed 
to conduct the Ship wholly by his own Skill, and a 
Crew of his own chuling, he leſt her to herſelf, to 
ſink, or ſwim, as ſhe pleaſed. 

He was likewiſe, by your own Confeſſion, charged 


with an immoderate Love of Money. You free 


him of that Charge, by only alledging, that he did 
not make ſo much Money by his great Employ- 
ments, as others might have done with the ſame 
Opportunities; that he made no low Conceſſions, 
either to obtain, or keep theſe Employments. As 
to the Conceſſions he made, theſe we are ignorant 
of ; but the particular Periods at which he received 
them, makes many ſuſpect, that a Compliance with 
the Times was ſome Part of the Conceſſions he 
made; and, I hope, you will not deny but that was 
a very mean Motive. As to the laſt Reſignation, 
which you call a generous Reſignation, we have al- 
ready obſerved that Pride had a great Share in it; 
and you are ſenſible, that it is no extraordinary or 
uncommon thing to ſee one Paſſion get the better 


of another at ſome Times; and we are ſenſible that 
this laſt was the predominant Foible of your great 


Patron. It was neceſſary for you, in order to con- 
vince the World that he was not poſſeſſed of any 
covetous Diſpoſition, to point out the many gene- 
rous Acts he had done, equal to the great Fortune 
he poſſeſs'd. I doubt not, but he might have af- 
forded many Inſtances of this Kind, tho' you have 

= omitted 
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omitted them, perhaps as the minute Circumſtances 
of his private Life, which you do not think worth 


our while to mention; tho', I am ſure, it would 
J 


have been very agreeable to many of your Readers, 
to have heard Inſtances of his Generoſity, and par- 
ticularly to myſelf, who am as much an Admirer 
of the Duke of Argyle, (taking his Character com- 
plexedly) as you or any Man elſe can be. 


As to the other ſocial Virtues which you are 


pleaſed to beſtow upon him, I ſhall not deprive 
myſelf, nor you, of the Pleaſure of thinking them 


true: But there is one Particular which I muſt men- 


tion to you, as a controverted Point, You have 
been very full of his Bounty to his Servants, which 
1 have heard contradicted by Men who pretended 
to be very well acquainted with the Family. It is 
plain he has not left one of them one Shilling by 
his Will, It does not appear that any of them 
have Places, tho? ſome has ſerved for many Tears; 
at leaſt, none of thoſe who ſerved him at his Death 
have any thing, except his Major-Domo, and he 
has none but what he has poſſeſs'd for many Years. 
It is true, one or two of his Livery-Servants, who 
ſerved him in his younger Years, and perhaps ad- 
miniſter*d to his juvenile Pleaſures, have been raiſed 
to immenſe Fortunes; but thoſe who had the Ho- 
nour to ſerve him for the laſt twenty Years of his 
ſedate Life, has not been ſo happy as to have any 
Reaſon to join with you in the Encomiums you 
have made him on that Subject. You ſhould have 
been cautious how you gave Birth to an Enquiry of 
this Sort, by pluming your Patron with falſe Fea- 
thers : But 1 believe the glaring Figure two or three 
of the meaneſt, and I may ſay the moſt worthleſs 
of them, make, or made when alive, led you into 
a fond Belief of what you have aſſerted. 

But as I did not intend to point my Remarks 


chiefly upon your manner of treating the Duke of 


Argyle's 


OE. 


"NI 
Argylè's Character, I ſhall not trouble you with any 
more of that Sort. I muſt confeſs, you have ſaid 

as much of him, and for him, as well could be 
expected: If you have failed in making him what 
” you wiſhed him to be, that I ſhall take upon me 


to fay was none of your Fault. When you ſet 


out with that. Elogium upon him in your Introduc- 


tion, you confeſs that it may be, in another Age, 
taken for a Romance z but 1 am afraid, Sir, it may 
meet with the ſame Fate in the preſent, and paſs 
with ſome, who reckon themſelves judicious Rea- 
dears, as the Product of your own Brain, artfully 
wrought up into the Appearance of real Life. His 
Character, as you have drawn it, is truly that of 
the noble, diſintereſted Patriot; but if you had 
looked as much at the Original, as you did into 


your own Imagination, you would have wanted 


many of the Materials, which, as you term it, en- 
ter into the Compoſition of that truly comprehen- 
ſive Character. However, his Friends are obliged 
to you; and J hope you have found your Account 
in it: If not, I ſhall conclude Gratitude is not to 
be reckoned among the Branches of the Family of 
Argyle. 

My chief Deſign, in this Epiſtle, was to animad- 
vert upon ſome Paſſages which you have touched 
upon in the Courſe of that Hiſtory, which, I think, 
juſtly gives Offence to thoſe who are real F riends to 
the preſent Conſtitution, 

I muſt own, you put on an Air of great Impar- 
tiality 3 and to Readers that are not aware of the 
latent Scope of that Work, you may paſs for as 
impartial an Hiſtorian as ever wrote, making ſome 
Allowances for your Paſſion to make the Duke of 


 Areyle ſomething more than mortal. 


You are free with all Parties and Perſuaſions ; 


and in your Characters, with which you abound, 


{pare neither Low nor High, Rich or Poor, the 
Dead 


(14) 
Dead or the Living; but treat them all with equal 
Freedom. This, to be ſure, will gain you the Re- 
putation of an impartial Author with many of your 
leſs cautious Readers, who know not what to make 
of you, ſince they cannot fix the Character of ei- 
ther hig or Tory upon you, having laſh'd both 
Parties in their Turn through the whole Courle of 
the Work. 

But I am not to be deceived ſo; : 1 can fee, with 
half an Eye, that you are chiefly Republican in 
your Principles. But if you cannot eſtabliſh theſe, 
you have a warm Side to the abdicated Houſe of 
Stewart, and favour that more than the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment. 

I conclude your Principles Republican, becauſe, 
I think, in the whole Courſe of the Work, you 
ſcarce {peak 2 good Word of any one King that 
ever reigned ; ; and wherever you have an Opportu- 
nity, never miſs to have ſome ill-natur'd Fling at 
them, as when you ſay in one Place, „As all ſu— 
b preme Governors, whether Uſurpers, or legally 
« called to their Office, are equally ungrateful to 
« their Friends, and implacable to their Enemies,? 
And in another Place, „But Gratitude is a Virtue 
« ſeldom found in Crown'd Heads.” 

You have many ſuch Expreſſions, that beſpeak 
but a mean Opinion of the Office abſtracted from 
the Perſon who bears it. You have found Fault 
with all the Kings that have reigned ſince James I. 
and conclude your Remarks upon their Conduct 
with theſe very remarkable Expreſſions : «© They 
e had tried (meaning the Scotch) Kings of all ſorts, 
„ Jawiul Sovereigns and Uſurpers, "Natives and 
Foreigners, and found them almoſt all alike, 
« weak, wicked, or ill-adviſed; and all of them, 
without Exception, making Encroachments upon 
« the Conſtitution, and treating them rather like 
c a conquer'd Province, than a free People.” 
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This is ſuch a Hiſtory of Kings that none but a 
Man of a Republican Spirit would venture to give, 
eſpecially ſince there are ſome of the Catalogue, 
which you are there ſpeaking of, who never de- 
ſerved any one of theſe Epithets; particularly King 
William, our immortal Deliverer, who is of the 
Number you thus characterize, and deſerved better 
Uſage from every Subject of theſe Iſlands, eſpeci- 
ally from your Family, who owe their Eſtates and 
Honours to him, which the former Reigns had de- 
prived them of; but we find Gratitude is as ſeldom 
to be found amongſt Subjects over-much obliged, 
as among Crown'd Heads. 

Another Inſtance of your Republican Diſpoſition 
may be found in that Paſſage where you introduce 
the famous Act of Security, that noted Republican 
Law, when you expreſs yourſelf thus: | 

«© Some Members of that Parliament, Men of 
« Note, and eminent for their Parts and Learning, 
(mark the Character you give the Republicans of 


thoſe Days) were ſo touched with the Misfor- 


« tunes of their Country, that they could not find 


e any other Remedy to prevent the Influence of 


« Exgliſo Councils, the Source from whence the 


„„ imagined all their Miſeries owed, but by depri- 


eving the future Succeſſor of all Prerogative, lea- 
« ving him no more Power than that of a Doge of 
« Venice. They thought no other Remedy ſuffi- 
&« cient to ſecure their Independency ; and thought 
« themſelves juſtified to enact the Limitations, ſince 
« they were making a new Entail of the Crown, 
« which they had a Right to grant under ſuch 
« Conditions as ſuited with the Good of the Peo- 
ce ple.“ | i ras 

This, Sir, is not a bare Recital of other People's 
Sentiments; but is your own genuine Thoughts of 


the Matter, which you have put into the Mouths 


of your Men of Note and Learning; The Spirit 
of 


Right to grant, under ſuch Conditions as ſuited 


(16) 
of the Man appears in the whole Paſſage, and you 
clinch it with the laſt Words, Which they had a 


« with the Good of the People.” 
But in a few Pages further you explain yourſelf 


without Reſerve, when you mention, with large 


| Encomiums, Mr. Fletcher”s Republican Overtures; 


and conclude thus, Only to obſerve in general, 
« that they were (meaning the Overtures) like 
&«& Plato's Common-wealth, more beautiful than 
c practicable z yet founded on the ſame Principles 
« with the Union, that is, Neceſſity and publick 
« Utility; and on that Score, had they taken 
« Place, equally juſtifiable: for if that Neceſſity 
« dictates the Alteration of the Conſtitution, it's no 
« Matter whether that Alteration is made in the 
« Prerogatives of the Crown, or the Privileges of 
&« the People.” The Prerogatives of the Crown 
are much obliged to you, ſince you ſeem ſo indif- 
ferent about them, that you would, I dare ſwear, 


* 


give them up for any Scheme, tho? more chimeri- 


cal than that of Mr. Fletcher s. But a Man, really 


ver ſant with our Conſtitution, at leaſt, one that is a 


real Friend, for I don't apprehend your Ignorance 
of our Conſtitution to be ſo great, as your Enmity 


to it; I ſay, ſuch a Friend conſiders the Privileges 


of the People to be abſolutely connected with that 
of the Prerogative; and that any Diminution of 
the Jatter is always of dangerous Conſequence to 
the former. But Men of your Stamp, who has 
embraced the Notions of fiftitious Common-wealths, 


that can be eſtabliſn'd no where but in your own 


diſtemper'd Brains, are not aware of the monſtrous 


Inconſiſtencies that attend your airy Schemes, as 


you have not, nor I hope never will have, an Op- 
portunity to try Experiments of that Kind. 

Nou, Sir, from theſe Inſtances, and many others 
of that Kind, with r your Work abounds, I 


hope 
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hope I may, without Breach of Charity, conclude 
you Republican in your Heart ; and with the Help 


of this Key we ſhall eaſily account for the prodigi- 


ous Spleen, that appears throughout the whole, at 


all Governments that has been ſince the Union of 


the Crowns; and the Reaſon you have vented your 
IIl- nature againſt all Parties that have prevailed in 
that Period. | 

I will not allow your indiſcriminately falling 
upon all Men in Power, whom you ſpeak of, to 
flow from your impartial Diſpoſition, as an Au- 


_ thor, but from the Spleen of Temper all Men have 
at thoſe who differ from them in Points of any 


Conſequence, 
If this had not been the Caſe, you would not 


have fallen foul of the Revolution, which you know 
to be the Baſis of our preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, 


and put 1t upon an equa] Footing with Rebellion 


and private Revenge. I have already mentioned 
your beſtowing the Epithets of weak, wicked, and 


ill adviſed upon the Author of it, whom you ſome- 


where elſe call a Preſbyterian King + ; I ſhall only 
now mention that Paſſage where you ſpeak of the 


Execution of the Earl of Argyle, which runs thus : 


„„ And to another more ſucceſsful, the Honour of 
« reſtoring our expiring Liberties, for which he 


« was more amply rewarded. Such is the Diffe- 


e rence between Actions, tho* guided by the ſame 
“Principles, when Succeſs crowns the one, and 
« Diſappointment the other. The ſame Attempt 


« involved the Earl in Ruin, which crowned the 
Prince of Orange with Laurels and beſtowed 


- 


40 upon him a Kingdom for his Reward, to which 


«© he had no Pretenſion before this Feen. ow 
T his, Sir, is a Remark ot your own, to which 


vou was by no Means forced, and contains in it a 
moſt poignant Satire againſt that happy Event, 


which could not be ſuggeſted to any Man's Mind, 
8 


who 


| 
. 
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who was not envious of the Happineſs the Nation 
has reaped from the Conſequence. 


You give the Revolution no other Title to our Ap- 


_ probation, but what it owes to the Succeſs with which 
it was crown'd 3 which you cannot be but ſenſible, 
is putting it upon the worſt Footing, ſince the worſt, 
and moſt unnatural Rebellion, has frequently the 
ſame Title to be eſteemed juſt : And then you com- 


pare it with an Action which can by no Means be 


ſaid to reſemble it; for the Caſe of the late Earl of 


Argyle was quite different from that of the Revo- 
Tution, There was a private Intereſt, which might 
be the Motive of his taking Arms, tb wipe off the 
Diſgrace of the Sentence under which he lay, and 
Tecover his forfeited Eftate, It may be true, that 


the Sentence by which he was condemned was un- 


juſt; but it certainly was paſſed by a Court veſted 
with lawful Authority : And, I hope, you will not 
pretend, that every erroneous or iniquitous Sentence 
of a Court of Juſtice is ſufficient Juſtification of an 
enſuing Rebellion, The Earl was taken in Arms 


againſt his lawful Sovereign; and had he been tried 


for that Fact, without reſpect to the former Sen- 


tence, he muſt have been a ſtrange kind of Caſuiſt, . 


who could have branded King James with any Share 
of Injuſtice, in taking the Forfeit of his Life. Be- 
ſides, that Affair was carried on by a private Cabal; 


had Hot the National Voice to give it a Sanction, 


as the Expedition of the Prince of Orange had. 
The one came over on his private Reſentments, 
aft:ſted by a few Malecontents, which the beſt of 


Governments never wants; the other came by the 
_ *unanimous Call of an injured People, without the 


leaſt View of Intereſt to himſelf ; for he muſt ſup- 
pole the Prince of Orange more than a Conjuror, 
if he could imagine the Gratitude of the People 
would have gone the Length it did; and more 


upon 


than a Madman, if he undertook the Expedition 


PRE . 


(19) 
upon any View not founded on the Confent of the 
People. So that there is a monſtrous Difference 
between the Caſe of the Earl of Argyle and that, 
Prince; nor could the Compariſon be made with 
any other Deſign, but to throw a tacit Reflection 
upon that glorious Event. 
The Revolution was one Event which gave Birch 
to the Hopes of the preſent Royal Family; and 
that you have endeavoured to brand with the 9 — 
of Rebellion, The Union was the next great Event, 
which ſecured their Title from the Cabals of Ene- 
mies of all Denominations; and this you have 
treated ini the groſeſt Manner: you haye eſtabliſhed 
it in Corruption, and founded it on Violence: there 
is not a Man, who had the leaſt hand in that great 
Turn of Affairs, but you have branded with ſome 
invidious Character: the whole Miniſtry concerned 
in that Affair, except your Favourite Dake of Ar- 
gyle, are either Knaves or Fools; whom you have 
repreſented as ſelling their Country, and making 
Shipwreck of all Faith and Honeſty, top the * 
of ſome mean Bribes, or perſonal Pi 
You beſtow the largeſt Praiſes you poſſibly Can 
invent, and ſpend your Stock of Rhetorick, to 
blazon the 11 of thoſe who oppoſed it; 
and ſuppoſe them to have monopolized all the Inte- 
grity of the Kingdom to themſelves, without allow- 
ing one good Quality to thoſe who were engaged | ln 
oppoſite Meaſures. _, | 
You treat the Parliament which ratified the Treaty 
of Union with all the Scurrillity imaginable z make 
them no better than a Pack of infamous T ools, 
and ſpeak of their laſt Action as a arten in 
this Manner: 
„ The aqxt Buſineſs they went upon, was to di- 
« vide the expected Spoil amongſt themſelves, and 
ce thoſe who had drudged for them in the fame 
6 ty Mine; where the Partiality was ſo 00 
| E2 9 (0 that 
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tc that their Friends began to bluſh for them. But 
cc they were not to be trifled out of the main End 
of all their Labours for their dear Country; they 
allot large Appointments for the worthy Com- 
miſſioners of this and the laſt Treaty; and make 
ſome partial Allotments of publick Debts, at leaſt 
„ Sums they would perſuade the Nation were pub- 
« lick Debts. This laſt Matter of Moment being 
« ended, to the Satisfaction of the Miniſtry, as well 
« as to their great Scandal, and to the Grief of 
ce all Well-wiſhers both to the Nation and Union, 
ce this famous Parliament became Felo de ſe, and 
yielded up its laſt with a Salvo jure cujus libet. 
«© Thus Scotland was annihilated by a Vote; and 
ce that Kingdom, which all the Power of England 
& could not conquer by the Force of Arms, is 
« made the Gift of a few plodding Stateſmen; and 
ce they made one People with their old Enemies by 
« the Daſh of a Pen, 4 2 
Is it poſſible for any Pen to contain ſo much 
Venom, or ſo much Malice to be vented in ſo few 
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Lines, as the above Paragraph contains. When 


we carry theſe along with us, -in reading the reſt 


of your Hiſtory of the Union, we ſhall eaſily ſee, 
that the few Compliments you are forced out of 


Decency to pay it, are no more than ſo many Co- 
pies of your Countenance; while your Heart boils 
over with Rancour againſt that Event. It would 
be endleſs to point out Particulars, which the Rea- 
der will find in every Line, if he is appriſed of 
the Poiſon which lurks in every Sentence, delivered 
with a prodigious Gravity, and the greateſt Pro- 
feſſions of Impartiality. _ eee © 1 


To convince the World that you are pleaſed 


With every Event that diſtreſſes the preſent Eſta- 
bliſhment, in the Hiſtory you give us of the unna- 


tural Rebellion in the Year 1713, you treat the Mi- 


niſters as Fools; and are anxious in picking up 
* _—_ every 
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every little Circumſtance that will caſt a Reflection 

upon them. You have even gone ſo far, as to 
make them, in ſome meaſure, accountable for that 
Part of the Rebellion which took its Riſe in Lan- 
caſbire; and magnifies all the ſmalleſt Omiſſions 
into heinous Crimes: while you take more than or- 
dinary Pains to extenuate the Rebellion itſelf, and 
to juſtify, as much as you with any Share of Mo- 
deity can, the Authors of that Confuſion. You 
treat their Characters with the greateſt Reſpect, look 
upon the Crime they were engaged in as a Pecca- 


dillo; and if they have not Virtues of their own, 


you are ſure to cook up ſome for them, with a good 
deal of Ingenuity. Any body, to read the Charac- 
ters of the Rebels from you, would conclude them 
all Martyrs; and that there never was ſuch a Sett 
of honeſt Fellows died by a Halter, as the Lan- 
caſhire Priſoners were. You ſpeak of their Miſ- 
conduct, in Point of Prudence, with a ſeeming Re- 


gret; as if you were ſorry that they were not as 


wiſe as they were wicked, that the Greatneſs of 


their Succeſs might have borne ſome Proportion to 
the Greatneſs of their Villainy. 


You have painted the Caſe of your Rebel Coun- 
trymen, the Highlanders, in the moſt moving Man- 
ner; tried all your Art to engage our Paſſion in 
their Intereſt, in order to fix an Odium upon his 
late Majeſty's Miniſters, - as guilty of Murder, for 
puniſhing your innocent Friends, , But in Spite of 


all your Art, every Man, who is not affected by 


the melancholly tragical Stile in which that Part is 
writ, will eaſily ſee through the Fallacy of the Rea- 


ſoning, and acquit the Miniſtry of Cruelty in that 
Affair. l 


The Manner you treat that Debate concerning the 


Trial of the Scotch Priſoners at Carliſie, is equally 


inſolent and abſurd. You deny the Neceſſity of 


Repealing that Part of the Union that ſtood in the 


Way 
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Way of chat Trial; and then deny the Power of 
the Perlnshent to make ſuch a Law. The Necef- 
ſity was plain; the whole Country was tainted with 
the Rebellion, and there could be but little Hopes 
of bringing the Criminals to Juſtice: And to ſup- 
that the W has not a Power to make 
Laws, to ſupply the Neceſſities of Government, 
would! be ceppoling a Fact inconſiſtent with the 
Nature of Government, which ſuppoſes an abſolute 
Power of Making and Repealing Laws to be ab- 
folutely neceſſary, for the Support of Society; and 
that it is either lodged in the Collective Body of 
the People, or in the Hands of their Repreſentatives, 
as it is in our happy Conſtitution. You term that 
Act, a mere Act o, Power'; which is, in other 
Words, a mere Act of Tyranny : a Form of Speech 
which, I think, could be applied to no Law in 
Force, in any Country on Earth, except this hap- 
py Ifland, where we are fo wanton with Liberty, 
that we 80. not diſtinguiſh between that and Licen- 

ciouſneſs. 135 
„Beſides finding Fault with the Meaſures of the 
Miniſtry, in proſecuting the Criminals, you attempt 
to make a Jeft of thoſe who joined in ſuppreſſing 
the Rebellion; particularly the Armament of the 
Shite of Argyle. You relate the Behaviour of the 
Gentlemen of that Country in a particular Strain of 
Humour, and have taken all imaginable Pains to 
render them, and he who had the Honour to Com- 
mand, ridiculous ; tho? the Service they did the Go- 
veriinicat deſerved the higheſt Encomiums, and the 
Event to be treated with the utmoſt Regard, ſince 
it had very ſerious Effects: tho' you, in the Man- 
ner of relating it, would make the World believe 
you was writing a Farce, 

Conſidering the great Gravity with which you 
conduct moſt Part of the Work, the Liberty you 
give your Wie at this Period, ſeems very e 

able; 
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able; ſince you are ſpeaking of your own particular 
Country men and Relations, and of the Brother of 
the Perſon to whom you give ſuch an heroick Cha- 
racter, and the Nobleman'you pitch upon for your 
Diedicatory Patron. You muſt then, ſure, have ſome 

very particular Reaſons to be angry ' with the Tranſ⸗- 
actions of the Shire of Argyle, fince all theſe Conſi- 
derations put together, could not influence you to 
treat that Event with the ſame Decency you treat 
others of far leſs Moment : but, I believe, I have 
hit upon the Reaſon, (which I ſhall deſire to be 2 
Secret betwixt you and me) that is, you could not 
forgive them, tho? your Friends, becauſe, by the ri- 


diculous Buſtle they made at Inverary, they diſap- 


pointed your favourite General Gordon of his Ends 
in coming there. 

As you treat the Rebels with Tenderneſs, ſo you 
treat the Pretender with ſome kind of Affection, as 
well as Reſpect. You ſeem to regret his Misfor- 
tunes, when you call him an unhappy Gentleman; 
and do all you can to take from him the Blame of 
all the Miſconduct in that Affair. Tou are willing 
he ſhould leave the Country with a good Reputa- 
tion, that he may be received upon another Occa- 
lion without any Reflections on his former Conduct: 
And that they might ſtill retain a warm Affection 
for him, you are pleaſed to treat his being an Im- 
poſtor as an idle Story, without any Foundation, 
in order to give the People Leave to think him of 
the ancient Stock of our Kings. 

I am far, Sir, from finding Fault with your treat- 
ing the Rebels and the Pretender with good Manners 
and Humanity: I only think you have carried 
Complaiſance too far, and have taken too much Pains 
to intereſt our Paſſions in the Succeſs of their Un- 
dertaking; which ſome People will conſtruct, not 
to flow from Good- -nature, but from a Mind poſ- 
ſeſs'd with the ſame Principles which hurried on 


the 


Aa) 


the Rebels, and engaged this Nation i in an unnatu- 
ral and bloody War. a x 
I ham not willing to entertain thoſe Notions of 
any Man; but he that appears in Print, muſt allo wu 
every Man the Freedom of judging of his Perfor- 
mance, and making what Inference he Pleaſes, 1] 
have only taken the Liberty that is common to all 
Men, and yet ſhould not be ſorry to be deceived | 
an my en by fair ir Reaſoning, I 1 . 


SIR, 


Your moſt humble Servant. 


